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CONFIDENTIAL BRASILIA 7549 

FOLLOWING SENT ACTION BRASILIA FROM RECIFE 02 OCT 74 
REPEATED FOR YOUR INFO. 

QTE 

CONFIDENTIAL RECIFE 0178 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS BR 

SUBJECT: DETENTION OF AMERICAN CITIZEN MORRIS 
REF: RECIFE 173 AND 177 

1. RESPONSES WERE RAPID BUT INCONCLUSIVE TO MY FORMAL WRITTEN 
REQUESTS TO LOCAL DOPS, FEDERAL POLICE, AND FORTH ARMY 
AUTHORITIES CONCERNING THE WHEREABOUTS OF MORRIS AND HANSON. 
DOPS AND THE FEDERAL POLICE STATED THAT AFTER AN INVESTIGATION 

OF THEIR DEPARTMENTS NO RPT NO AMERICANS BY THOSE NAMES HAD BEEN 
DETAINED IN RECIFE. 

2. A SOMEWHAT DIFFERENT RESPONSE CAME FROM THE FOURTH ARMY. 

COL MEZIAT, CHIEF OF THE G-2, TELEPHONED YESTERDAY EVENING AND 
ASKED FOR A MEETING. I VOLUNTEERED TO MEET HIM AT ONCE IN HIS 
OFFICE. 
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3. MEZIAT, WHILE DISCLAIMING ANY KNOWLEDGE THAT MORRIS OR HANSON 
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HAD BEEN DETAINED BY SECURITY AUTHORITIES, TOLD ME THAT NEW 
INFORMATION INDICATING THAT MORRIS WAS A SUBVERSIVE HAD BEEN 
UNCOVERED RECENTLY. HE CONTENDED THAT MORRIS WAS AIDING AND 
ABETTING ELEMENTS OF THE PARTIDO COMUNISTA DO BRASIL. 

4. MEZIAT ASSURED ME SEVERAL TIMES DURING THE COURSE OF 40 
MINUTE CONVERSATION THAT IN THE EVENT HE DISCOVERS THAT MORRIS 
IS BEING HELD, NO HARM WILL COME TO MORRIS AND THAT HE WILL BE 
GIVEN ACCESS TO DUE PROCESS OF BRAZILIAN SECURITY LAW. 

5. IN A SLIP-UP ONCE DURING THE MEETING HE SAID HE THOUGHT 

HANSON WAS AN INNOCENT BYSTANDER AND WOULD BE RELEASED SHORTLY. 
I PRESSED HIM FOR A CLARIFICATION OF HIS INITIAL DISCLAIMER 
OF KNOWLEDGE CONCERNING THE DETENTION OF THE TWO MEN. HE 
CORRECTED HIMSELF SAYING THAT IF RPT IF HANSON HAD BEEN DETAINED 
HE HAD NO INFORMATION INDICATING THAT HE SHOULD BE HELD AS A 
SUBVERSIVE. 

6. I URGED HIM SEVERAL TIMES TO INVESTIGATE THE SECURITY 
ORGANS TO DETERMINE THE WHEREABOUTS OF HANSON AND MORRIS AND 
INFORM ME IMMEDIATELY OF HIS FINDINGS. HE EXPRESSED HIS 
WILLINGNESS TO DO SO AND SAID HE WOULD HAVE AN ANSWER WITHIN 
TWENTY-FOUR HOURS. I RESPONDED THAT I APPRECIATED HIS COOPERA- 
TION, BUT SAID THAT GIVEN THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE DISAPPEARANCES 
I MAY NOT BE ABLE TO WAIT 24 HOURS. HE PROMISED TO ACT AS 
EXPEDITIOUSLY AS POSSIBLE. 

7. COMMENT: IT WAS APPARENT TO ME DURING THE CONVERSATION 
WITH MEZIAT THAT HE KNOWS ABOUT THE DETENTION AND MAY HAVE 
ORDERED IT. HE WAS POLITE AND FRIENDLY, BUT CLEARLY BELIEVES 
THAT MORRIS IS A COMMUNIST AGENT AND MUST EVENTUALLY BE TRIED 
UNDER THE BRAZILIAN NATIONAL SECURITY LAW. WITHOUT BEING 
ACCUSATORY, I MADE IT PLAIN THAT IT SEEMED TO ME MORRIS HAD 
BEEN DETAINED BY THE SECURITY AUTHORITIES AND THAT I, UNDER 
INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENT. MUST BE INFORMED OF THIS IMMEDIATELY 
AND HAVE ACCESS TO THE DETAINED. MEZIAT APPEARED TO APPRECIATE 
MY POSITION AND REPEATEDLY ASSURED ME HE WOULD ACT PROMPTLY. 
BROWN UNQTE. 

CRIMMINS 
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